IB 320F
FOUNDATIONS OF INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS
SPRING 2013
CBA 4.324 TTH 3:30-5:00

[bookmark: _GoBack]LECTURER:  Marvin Kirby Roberts III, Esq. 
OFFICE:  GSB 5.124A. 
OFFICE HOURS: TTH 2-3:30
TELEPHONE:   +1 (512) 686-3446
E-MAIL: marvin.roberts@mccombs.utexas.edu

LECTURER:  Justin Gardner Roberts, Esq.
OFFICE:  GSB 5.124A. 
E-MAIL: 

TA:  Kim Klocek
OFFICE:  
OFFICE HOURS: 
TELEPHONE:   
E-MAIL: 

REQUIRED MATERIALS:  

Text:  Hill, Charles W.L. GLOBAL BUSINESS TODAY (7th Ed. McGraw Hill 2009).  This is available as either a hard copy or as an e-book.   Additional readings will be distributed throughout the semester during class or made available on Blackboard. 

COURSE OBJECTIVES

This course is designed to be an introductory course on international business for non-business majors.   This course will serve as an overview on globalization, the current international business environment, international business and trade theory, and international business operations.  As such, we will cover the major issues, theory, and pragmatic approaches.
At the end of this course, you should have a basic understanding of the situation facing those involved in international business, the theory behind international business and international trade, and the strategies/methods involved in going international.  In today’s globally interconnected world, it’s not only necessary to understand these issues, it’s vital in order to survive.
REQUIREMENTS
1. You must READ THE ASSIGNED MATERIALS to succeed in this course! The materials will be built upon in class by lectures.  Failure to read the materials will leave you unprepared for class discussions.   This is a disservice to both you and me; it is a waste of our limited in class time.  Moreover, exam questions will be pulled from both assigned readings and in class lectures.
2. You must PAY ATTENTION not just to the lectures, but to the materials, to other students, and to what’s going on in the world.  The materials can be tricky and sometimes you’ll find things that just don’t seem to make sense.  Make note of these things and ask questions.  This class will have students from different colleges at the University with differing majors.  Your peers can be vital conduits of information.  Sometimes the information they have might be more important, timely, or relevant than what is available through the materials or the lectures.  If you don’t pay attention, you’ll never know and you may miss something that could end up being very relevant to something you do.  You’d be amazed at how something seemingly very unimportant or tangent to the main issue becomes important later in life.  Finally, the International Business is not a static construct; it is often changing.  Sometimes, things we planned on teaching you will change before we get to it.  Other times, after we’ve covered something it will change.  This class should help you in understanding the importance of these changes and help you learn to spot these issues as they grow.  In the professional world, such insight is what separates those with first mover advantage and those who simply follow the trends.
3. You must SHOW UP TO CLASS in order to follow the lectures and participate in the discussions, and thus in order to learn.  Although attendance is not strictly required, pop quizzes will be given periodically throughout the class.  As such, a regular failure to put in an appearance and participate in class will affect your grade.  If something comes up that requires your extended absence, let me know.  Please:
a. [bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Arrive on time, if at all possible.  Arriving late will distract me and the other students.  That being said, don’t feel that you shouldn’t come in if you’re a little bit late; just try to be conscientious about it and minimize the distractions.
b. Please do not leave during class unless necessary.  If you do so, please be conscientious about it and minimize the distractions.
c. Please, turn off the ringer on your cell phones.  We’ll try to do the same.
4. Use of laptops and cell phones.  Students are encouraged to use their laptops to take notes and access course readings.  However, use of cellphones for text or conversation and use of laptops for personal use, online chat, games, IM, email, P2P, etc. during class is strictly forbidden.  If you are found to engage in any of these activities, you will be asked to leave the lecture and will lose 1% on your final grade.  There is plenty of time for you to catch up on these activities outside of class, whereas class time is limited and there is a lot of material to cover.

GRADE COMPOSITION

First Exam				30%
Mid Term				30%		
Third Exam				30%
Pop Quizzes				8%
Personal Survey			2%
TOTAL 				100%

Final Exam (Optional)		30%

GRADING SCALE




100 A  92		77 > C  73


92 > A-  90 		73 > C-  70


90 > B+  87  		70 > D+  67 


87 > B  83			67 > D  63	 


83 > B-  80 		63 > D-  60	 

80 > C+  77 		F < 60

FIRST EXAM, MIDTERM, and THIRD EXAM:  Ninety Percent (90%) of your grade in the course will be determined on the basis of three equally weighted exams.  The exam dates are listed on the course schedule, but may be changed with advance notice on Blackboard.  Exams will consist of thirty (30) multiple choice questions each.  Exams will are non-cumulative and will cover both required readings and lectures for that portion of the class.  Each exam will also have three (3) extra credit questions.  Due to the large class size, make up exams will not be available.  However, the final exam may be used to take the place of one exam.  Additionally, you will be required to show your student ID card in order to take the exam.  If you do not bring a student ID card, you will receive a 0 for the exam.  Students will also be responsible for bringing their own pencil to bubble in the exam.  Digital devices, notes, books, or other material will not be allowed out during an exam.  All cell digital devices must be turned off and placed under your seat.

FINAL EXAM:  The final exam will be cumulative and will be given on the date scheduled for the final exam by the registrar.  The final exam is optional.  You cannot lower your grade by taking or not taking the final exam.  The final exam will consist of forty (40) questions and the percentage grade will replace your lowest test score, should you choose to take it.

QUIZZES: There will be a few short unannounced quizzes during the semester to encourage you to keep up with the reading.  Quizzes are intended to be easy and simply determine if you have read the required material.  Quizzes will cover textbook and reading assignments for each class and will consist of True/False, Multiple Choice, or Shirt Answer style questions.  Each quiz will be worth two (2) points.  The highest four quizzes will be used to determine eight percent (8%) of your final grade.

PERSONAL SURVEY:  Attached to this syllabus is a personal survey that will be used by the lecturers to help tailor the lectures and our guidance of the class.  Please provide this survey by the date indicated on the course schedule.  The information provided in this survey WILL NOT be shared with any nonaffiliated third party

EXTRA CREDIT:  Each exam will have three (3) extra credit questions for a total of three (3) points per exam.

STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES

Students with disabilities may request appropriate academic accommodations from the Division of Diversity and Community Engagement, Services for Students with Disabilities, 471-6259.

GUEST LECTURERS
Throughout the semester, we will invite various guest lecturers to come speak to the class with regards to various topics on which they are an expert.  These guest lecturers are individuals that we have had the good fortune to meet during our personal, academic, and professional endeavors throughout the world and will be visiting the class to enhance your overall learning experience.  Many of these guests will have travelled far to visit with the class as a personal favor to us.  You will be expected to show these guest lecturers the utmost level of professional and personal courtesy.

OVERALL
This course will move relatively quickly as there is a lot of material to cover.  Please feel free to speak up in class if you have any questions or come see one of during office hours.  Education is something you achieve; it is not something that anyone can give you, but rather something that you have to earn.  Our goal is therefore to be something of a guide in helping you earn it.  Both of the lecturers personally earned three degrees from the University of Texas and have sat where you’re sitting now.  Neither of us, would be where we are today if it wasn’t for the guidance that we received from some excellent professors here at the University.  Hopefully, you can look back someday and say the same.  If you have any questions, problems with the material, or just need some help figuring it all out, just let us know and we’ll do our best to help you.


IB 320F
PERSONAL INFORMATION SHEET

Please complete the following information.  This information WILL NOT be shared with any nonaffiliated third party, but, rather, is for the purposes of tailoring the lectures of the lecturers and our student guidance.  Please attach a photo of yourself that illustrates your personality.


LEGAL NAME:

PREFERRED NAME (i.e. Nickname):

MAJOR:

If UT is not your home institution, what is your home institution?

Expected Graduation Date:

Nationality?

Languages?

Have you done any international coursework?



Have you lived in another country?



Have you ever traveled outside the U.S.?



What is something interesting about yourself (i.e. hobbies, interests, activities, accomplishments, family, whatever)?




What do you wish to learn from this class?
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