IB 372/EU 348
EUROPEAN UNION COMMERCIAL ENVIRONMENT
SPRING 2011

CBA 4.324 TH 5:00-6:30

INSTRUCTOR:  Marvin Kirby Roberts III, Esq.
OFFICE: By appointment 
OFFICE HOURS: By appointment
[bookmark: _GoBack]TELEPHONE:   +1 (512) 537-9783
E-MAIL: mkroberts@robertsatlaw.com

REQUIRED MATERIALS:  
Readings will be distributed throughout the semester during class or made available on Blackboard. Many readings and multimedia will be available at http://www.ena.lu/.

SUGGESTED MATERIALS:  
David Chalmers, Gareth Davies, & Giorgio Monti, EUROPEAN UNION LAW:  CASES AND MATERIALS, 2nd
Ed. (2010).
Leonard, Dick, GUIDE TO THE EUROPEAN UNION, THE ECONOMIST, 10th Ed. (2010).

COURSE OBJECTIVES

As an economic and political union with over 500 million citizens and an estimated 28% of the nominal gross world product, the European Union is an economic and political force that today’s modern business cannot ignore.  
The objective of this course is to provide a general understanding of the background, political and social structure, and the current legal environment that are factors in doing business in the EU.  This course will place particular emphasis on EU-wide regulations that effect today’s commercial environment.  
At the end of this course, you should have a basic understanding of what the EU is, where the EU came from, and where the EU is going in the context of economics, socio-politics, government, and law.  The EU is a complex structure that cannot easily be defined in any one of these categories in isolation.  Rather, it I imperative to understand each aspect as part of the whole.   For the modern business person, who seeks to do business in or with the EU it is more than imperative; it is vital.
REQUIREMENTS
1. You must READ THE ASSIGNED MATERIALS to succeed in this course! The materials will be built upon in class by lectures and will serve as a starting point for in class discussions.  Failure to read the materials will leave you unprepared for class discussions.   This is a disservice to both you and me; it is a waste of our limited in class time.
2. You must PAY ATTENTION not just to me, but to the materials, to other students, and to what’s going on in the world.  The materials can be tricky and sometimes you’ll find things that just don’t seem to make sense.  Make note of these things and ask questions.  This class will have students from both the Business School and European Studies from a wide variety of backgrounds.  Your peers can be vital conduits of information.  Sometimes the information they have might be more important, timely, or relevant than what is available through the materials or the lectures.  If you don’t pay attention, you’ll never know and you may miss something that could end up being very relevant to something you do.  You’d be amazed at how something seemingly very unimportant or tangent to the main issue becomes important later in life.  Finally, the EU is not a static construct; it is often changing.  Sometimes, things I planned on teaching you will change before we get to it.  Other times, after we’ve covered something it will change.  This class should help you in understanding the importance of these changes and help you learn to spot these issues as they grow.  In the professional world, such insight is what separates those with first mover advantage and those who simply follow the trends.
3. You must SHOW UP TO CLASS in order to follow the lectures and participate in the discussions, and thus in order to learn.  Although attendance is not strictly required, class participation is MANDATORY and will contribute to your grade.  As such, a regular failure to put in an appearance and participate in class will affect your grade.  If something comes up that requires your extended absence, let me know.  Please:
a. [bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Arrive on time, if at all possible.  Arriving late will distract me and the other students.  That being said, don’t feel that you shouldn’t come in if you’re a little bit late; just try to be conscientious about it and minimize the distractions.
b. Please do not leave during class unless necessary.  If you do so, please be conscientious about it and minimize the distractions.
c. Please, turn off the ringer on your cell phones.  I’ll try to do the same.
4. Use of laptops.  Students are encouraged to use their laptops to take notes and look up relevant materials for use in class discussion.  However, use of online chat, games, IM, email, P2P, etc. during class is strictly forbidden.  If you are found to engage in any of these activities, you will receive a negative mark for class participation for that day.  There is plenty of time for you to catch up on these activities outside of class, whereas class time is limited and there is a lot of material to cover.

GRADE COMPOSITION

Quiz				15%
Midterm				25%		
Final				35%
Class Participation			10%
Group Project			15%
TOTAL 				100%

GRADING SCALE




100 A  92		77 > C  73


92 > A-  90 		73 > C-  70


90 > B+  87  		70 > D+  67 


87 > B  83			67 > D  63	 


83 > B-  80 		63 > D-  60	 

80 > C+  77 		F < 60


QUIZ:  The Quiz will be administered early in the semester to familiarize you with the exam style utilized during the course.  The Quiz will consist of ten (10) questions worth one (1) point each and one (1) short answer question worth five (5) points.  The total value of the quiz will be fifteen percent (15%) of your grade for the course.

MIDTERM EXAM:  The midterm exam will have a similar format to the quiz.  The exam will consist of twenty (20) questions worth one (1) point each and one (1) short answer/essay question worth five (5) points.  The total value of the midterm will be twenty-five percent (25%) of your grade for the course.  The exam will be cumulative and cover material that was covered prior to the quiz

FINAL EXAM:  The final exam will have a similar format to the quiz and the midterm.  The exam will consist of twenty-five (25) questions worth one (1) point each and two (2) short answer/essay questions worth five (5) points each.  The total value of the final will be thirty-five percent (35%) of your grade for the course.  The exam is cumulative and will cover all material covered during the course.

CLASS PARTICPATION:  As mentioned above, although attendance is not strictly required, class participation is MANDATORY and will contribute to your grade.  As such, a regular failure to put in an appearance and participate in class will negatively affect your grade.    Thus, if you regularly attend class and contribute positively to the discussion, this will help your overall grade.  The total value of your class participation will be ten percent (10%) of your grade for the course.  

GROUP PROJECT:  Members of the class will be divided into small groups to make short in class presentations about the socio-political and economic aspects of an EU member or candidate country.  The total value of the group project will be fifteen percent (15%) of your grade for the course. Five percent (5%) of this grade will be assigned by me, five percent (5%) will be assigned by those class members outside of your group, and five percent (5%) will be assigned by your fellow group members.  These group projects are meant to be both informative and fun.  

STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES

Students with disabilities may request appropriate academic accommodations from the Division of Diversity and Community Engagement, Services for Students with Disabilities, 471-6259.

GUEST LECTURERS
Throughout the semester, I will invite various guest lecturers to come speak to the class with regards to various topics on which they are an expert.  These guest lecturers are individuals that I have had the good fortune to meet during my personal, academic, and professional endeavors throughout the world and will be visiting the class to enhance your overall learning experience.  Many of these guests will have travelled far to visit with the class as a personal favor to me.  You will be expected to show these guest lecturers the utmost level of professional and personal courtesy.

OVERALL
This course will cover some pretty heavy material that should be fit for upperclassmen.  A lot of it will not be an easy read.   Some of it you may not understand at first.  The point of the lectures and discussions is to help you understand it.  It is my opinion that an education is something you achieve; it is not something that anyone can give you, but rather something that you have to earn.  My goal is therefore to be something of a guide in helping you earn it.  I personally earned three degrees from the University of Texas and I’ve sat where you’re sitting now.  I wouldn’t be where I am today if it wasn’t for the guidance that I received from some excellent professors here at the University.  Hopefully, you can look back someday and say the same.  If you have any questions, problems with the material, or just need some help figuring it all out, just let me know and I’ll do my best to help you.
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