University of Texas McCombs School of Business

FIN 320F Foundations of Finance
Summer 2009
UTC 4.122
Unique: 71490
Instructor: Glenn Tanner

Office: 6.254
Office Hours: M-F 10-11 & by appt.

Phone: N/A

Email: tanner@txstate.edu (if you find a utexas.edu address for me, do not use it)
Prerequisites:

Completion of 60 semester hours of college coursework; ACC 311 and 312, or ACC 310F; and MIS 310 and STA 309, or MIS 311F
Course Description:

The principles of financial management in a business enterprise, the operation of financial markets, and the trading of securities in those markets
Course Materials: 

A financial calculator and Essentials of Corporate Finance by Ross, Westerfield, & Jordan, 6th edition is required.  A study guide is available, but not required.  If you’re the type that will use the study guide, buy it; if you only plan to get it out the night before the test, I wouldn’t recommend it.  Powerpoint lecture notes will be available on Blackboard.  Feel free to print these out and bring them to class.  You should bring a financial calculator to every class – the Hewlett Packard 10B II is highly recommended.  
Evaluation: 

Best 3 of 4 Friday Multiple Choice Quizzes 
67%

Final Exam on 8/14



33%

All exams are cumulative – any question asked on a previous exam may show up on the next exam also.  You may bring one 3-by-5 “cheat sheet” (in your own handwriting) to each exam.  

Attendance Policy:

Attendance is not required.  Whether you have better/more important things to do is your decision.  If you do, that's fine with me; I won't feel insulted if you miss class.  However, I do recommend that you attend class and I try to make the lectures interesting, informative, and relevant to reward people who do come to class.  My exams are much easier for those who come to class.  Attendance on exam day is mandatory; if you miss an exam for any reason, that will be the exam grade you drop.
Office Hours:

Officially, they’re from 10-11 M-F.  Unofficially, they are whenever I’m in my office.  Please don’t feel like you’re bothering me if you come for help.

Assorted Class Rules:

1. TURN YOUR PHONE OFF!!!

2. I don’t award bonus points for improvement or consistency in test grades.  At the end of the game, the team that wins is the one with the most points.  

3. If I catch you cheating in any way, you make an F for the class.

4. If you circled the correct answer on the test, but bubbled it in wrong on your Scantron, your answer is still wrong.  I will change the policy as soon as someone comes to me and asks me to change their test grade because they circled the wrong answer on the test and bubbled in the right answer on the Scantron.

5. Most importantly, use your brain.  No one gets this far into college without a working brain.  On exams or assignments, think about what the answer should look like, and after you calculate an answer, think about whether that answer really makes sense.

6. I will not authorize Q-drops after August 11th.
What I Plan To Cover, But Have No Idea When or How Much I Will Get To:

Chapter 1 – Intro to Finance

Chapter 2 – Financial Statements and Taxes

Chapter 3 – Ratio Analysis

Chapter 4 – Time Value

Chapter 5 – Cash Flow Valuation

Chapter 6 – Interest Rates and Bond Valuation

Chapter 7 – Equity Markets and Stock Valuation

Chapter 10 – Capital Market History

Chapter 11 – Risk and Return

Chapter 8 – Capital Budgeting

Chapter 12 – Cost of Capital

Chapter 14 – Dividend Policy

Exam Dates (Fridays):


Exam 1: July 17

Exam 2: July 24

Exam 3: July 31

Exam 4: August 7

Exam 5: August 14
