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	Global China Course and Trip

	
	Spring 2009
IB 391 – Unique #04715
Wednesday - 3:30 – 6:30
UTC 1.102


Professor
John N. Doggett
Office 
GSB 5.124K 
Office Hours 
Thursday from 2:00 to 3:15 p.m. 

Phone 
512-232-7671
E-Mail
john.doggett@mccombs.utexas.edu 
Course Web Page
via Blackboard
Teaching Assistant

Hongtao Chen  Hongtao.Chen@mba09.mccombs.utexas.edu 
McCombs Staff Member
Randi Graham, Assistant Director, MBA Career Services
Course Objectives:  This course is for students who want to learn about China and how to do business in China. This course will help you become familiar with China by looking at its culture, history and some of the nuances of doing business in China.  This will be accomplished through seven weeks of class and project work at UT, two weeks of work in China and working on a project with Shanghai Jiao Tong University MBA students in China. 

A key part of this course will be the systematic evaluation of what makes China unique and how that impacts the management of Chinese and non-Chinese companies. This course is about connecting with real humans, whether they are your classmates, Chinese MBA students or citizens of China.  We will measure the impact of your experiences in China by requiring you to write a journal that covers each class in Austin and every day that you are going to, in and returning from China.

Each student must participate in a group project that addresses a serious issue faced by a Chinese or non-Chinese company.  .  The end product of this project will be a written report and an oral presentation at the end of the semester.



Required Materials

Book:  
China Shakes the World: a Titan’s Rise and Troubled Future – and the Challenge for America, James Kynge, Houghton Mifflin, 2006


The Last Days of Old Beijing:  Life in the Vanishing Backstreets of a City Transformed, Michael Meyer, Walker & Company, 2008
Recommended Materials:

DVD Series:  China: A Century of Revolution (available from Netflix)

Chinese Language DVD Course:  Fluenz mandarin 1+2

GRADING:  This course MUST be taken for a letter grade.


CLASS GROUP PRESENTATIONS IN AUSTIN - 20%

Each student must join one of five (5) groups that will research and present “everything that we would possibly want to know” about one of the city destinations for the trip.  These presentations can be enhanced by online search, talking with your Chinese classmates and reading the two assigned books.  During our class sessions, each student must be prepared to actively participate in the discussion of all issues raised by the groups and Professor Doggett.
GROUP PROJECT - 30%

Working on a project in the US and China is the one activity that will distinguish this class from any other that you have taken.  You will participate in a group analysis of a significant managerial issue faced by a Chinese or non-Chinese business.  Your group’s job will be to help them develop a strategy to respond to that issue. Your group will present both a paper and an in-class presentation at the end of the semester.  Each group member must actively participate in the development of the report and the presentation.  

Each group will be required to spend at least four hours a week while in Austin conducting research and preparing for your in-country work when you go to China.  Once you are in China, you will be expected to spend time with the company or researching company issues.  Each Group must also meet with me in my office before we leave for China.  The written and oral report will be due May 6, 2009.

QUALITY OF PARTICIPATION IN ACTIVITIES IN CHINA - 30%
This is not a package tour.  The trip is designed to help you understand what it takes to do business in one of the oldest and youngest civilizations on this planet.  As a result, it is imperative that each of you actively participate in all of the activities planned for the trip. Each one of you will be responsible for helping to manage one day of our trip.  Your grade for this section will be based upon our assessment of how deeply you immerse yourself in the daily activities of the trip.

WRITTEN JOURNAL - 20%
Each student will be required to turn in a journal one week after they return from China.  The journal will cover reflections on each of the Austin classroom experiences, as well as a detailed set of journal entries for each day of the time spent in China.  Each student will also be assigned specific days for which they will be responsible to share their reflections on an event or experience while in China.  The student will participate in leading a small and large group discussion on the experience and its relationship to the Chinese culture, its people and its business practices.  Your grade will reflect your candidness in discussing the how this course and your experiences in China have impacted you. 

Course & Trip Schedule

Wednesday, January 21
 Trip Logistics Discussion
·  Visa Details

·  Health Details

·  Insurance Details

·  Flight Details

·  Roommate Details

Trip Projects and Group Presentations Discussion

·  Project Proposals Discussion

·  Trip Destinations

·  Class Presentation Group Selection for each Destination Site
Wednesday, January 28
Global China Introduction 



Group #1 Presentation
Wednesday, February 4
Project Proposal Presentations



Group #2 Presentation
Wednesday, February 11 
Group #3 Presentation
Wednesday, February 18
Group #4 Presentation  

Wednesday, February 25
Group #5 Presentation
Wednesday, March 4
Pre-Departure Trip Logistics Review (1 ½ hour class)
 
Friday, March 6
Leave for China
Saturday, March 7
Arrive in Shanghai, China
Wednesday, March 17
Last Official Day in Chongqing, China
Wednesday, April 1
In-Class Debriefing and Journals Due
Wednesday, May 6
Group Presentations and Reports
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