FIN 394 15 – Energy Finance Practicum 
	Tanya Andrien 
Tanya.Andrien@mccombs.utexas.edu 
CBA 6.436, 484-1597
Office Hours: Fridays, 11-2PM or by appointment
	





Description: 
A practicum course is designed to provide real-world, hands-on experience with industry projects.  Small groups (typically 4-6 students) will be formed to address a problem identified by an energy company.  Past projects have ranged from an analysis of the relationship between oil and gas prices and the implications of a continued decoupling of the prices to the design of a waste disposal system that minimizes landfill additions while maximizing the production of useful waste by-products.  You will work with a company to scope and complete a current energy topic of interest under my supervision.
Objectives: 
1. Apply the theory you have acquired in your formal courses to a practical issues associated with the energy industry.
2. Improve your team-work and leadership skills while solving a real problem with a real client.
3. Utilize project planning and presentation skills while interfacing with a client.
Methodology:

I will assign the teams based on your preferences and initiate contact with the project sponsors.  While I am available for help and will actively engage with the teams and oversee the projects, the completion of the work is largely left to the student teams, including but not limited to, negotiating project scope, setting milestones and conducting research necessary to gather data and find industry standard analyses approaches.
Materials: No specific books are required.
Performance Evaluation:
Client evaluation of deliverable 		35%
Faculty evaluation of project 			25%
Organization and teamwork			20%
Project status reports and meetings		20%
Approximate Schedule:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Make first contact with client – by end of January
Project scope finalized – second week of February
Status reports – end of February, end of March, weekly reports in April
Draft presentation – at least a week prior to final presentation. You will present to me and possibly one or two other McCombs faculty members.
Final presentation – end of April/early May (start working with your sponsor to set a date ASAP). The team will travel to the sponsoring company to present in person. I will attend those presentations. Occasionally there are follow-up requests made by the companies that must be addressed and I also strongly encourage the team members to write thank you notes to the sponsors. 
Submission of report, models, decision support tools, etc. due to me on last day of semester.
Expectations of Professionalism:
Beyond the normal expectations in a classroom setting, remember that you are representing yourself and McCombs to outside entities.  Professional standards of dress, communication and attitude are required and failure to meet these standards will affect your final grade.  In particular, client requests for confidentiality and nondisclosure must be adhered to.	
Students with Disabilities:
Upon request, the University of Texas at Austin provides appropriate academic accommodations for qualified students with disabilities. Services for Students with Disabilities (SSD) is housed in the Office of the Dean of Students, located on the fourth floor of the Student Services Building. Information on how to register, downloadable forms, including guidelines for documentation, accommodation request letters, and releases of information are available online at http://deanofstudents.utexas.edu/ssd/index.php. Please do not hesitate to contact SSD at (512) 471-6259, VP: (512) 232-2937 or via e-mail if you have any questions. 


